
The School System in Lower Saxony



Germany is a Federal 
Republic, and School Policies 
are regulated by the 16 
Laender.
Even though the Ministries 
agree on a lot of items, 
regional governments tend to 
leave their marks by creating 
special menues depending on 
local traditions and - of course 
- on who runs the country.
The map on the right 
illustrates just one aspect, 
namely the question „When do 
pupils switch from Primary 
Education to Secondary 
Education and who decides 
which type of school a child 
will attend?“







As far as Secondary Education 
is concerned, different types 
of schools offer different types 
of learners different ways into 
professional life.







Secondary School Qualifications:

● Hauptschulabschluss (end of grade 9) > apprenticeship

● Sekundarabschluss I: Hauptschulabschluss (10) > apprenticeship

● Sekundarabschluss I: Realschulabschluss (10) > apprenticeship

● Erw. Sek.abschluss I: access to secondary school upper classes with Abitur

● University entrance qualification (Abitur, end of grades 12 or 13)
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law, 
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...and now some wonderful statistics:
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working hours (45 mts)

D elementary school: 28 0D elementary school: 28,0
D vocational school: 24,5 
D school for handicaped p.: 26,5
D grammar school: 23,5 soon 24,5
D comprehensive school: 24,5
D Hauptschule: 27,5
D Realschule: 26,5
D Oberschule: 25,5
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Thank you for your attention.


